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Right-The 16H German-bred 
Shagya stallion. O'Sajan 1-10. is 
now in Switzerland with owner, 
rider Andrea von Nordeck. Phoro 
by Elisabeth Binz 

Finally. the Hungarians maintained 
athletic abiiity and genetic strength 
through judicious linebreeding 
coupled with careful and regularly 
repeated (usually once every 4 
generations). outcrossing to 
purebred Arabians. This method in­
sures genetic predictability as well 
as protecting against the dangers of 
inbreeding. The classic genetic prin­
cipal of 'three times in and one time 
out', is exemplified here. 

Tragically, for the Shagya. during 
World War II, many.were killed or 
sfaughtered for food, while others 
were captured as prizes of war and 
eventually lost. Fortunately, 
knowledgeable horse breeders in 
Western Europe were able to sal­
vage some of the best Shagya 
bloodstock. and the t'orch of 
purebred Shagya breeding passed 
on to other countries in Europe and 
America. West Germany. with over 
500 breeding animals. has the 
largest number of Shagyas. Another 
500 breeding Shagyas are scattered 
amongst the other Purebred Shagya 
Society International countries. 

In Germany. Shagyas have 
developed as sport horses to a high 
degree. They compete regularly at 
100-Day Stallion Testlngs against 
the Warmbloods. In 1982, the 
Shagya stallion Koyano, by Neron. 
won the 100 Day Test at Warendorf. 

Shagyas have contributed sig­
nIfIcantly to the development of the 
European Warmblood. The Shagya 
mare Jordi. bred .In Poland by the 
Plater-Zyberck family. in 1937 
produced Ramzes. Ramzes is by the 
English Thoroughbred Rittersporn. 
In Europe, Ramzes Is considered 'A 
stallion of the Century'. (Article on 
Ramzas, this issue). 

Gazal vn, head stallion at the 
Babolna State Stud for many years. 
was Imported to Germany in the 
1960·s. Gazal VII produced several 
approved sons and grandsons who 
stood at the Hannoverian State Stud 
at Celie. They were also used as lm­
provement stallions for Trakehners, 
Holstelnersand Wesfalen.s. A Gazat 
VII grandson, Amor was also leased 
to the Austrian State Llpplsanner 
Stud in Plber to Improve that breed. 

Description-the Shagya ranges In 
size from 15-16.1 H, and Is of distinct­
Iy Arabian type. However, the 
Shagya has improVed sport horse 
qualities: Increased bone. a longer, 
more sloping pelvis, prominent 
withers. Improved coupling, and a 
better topllne. Shagyas are not Just 
large Arabians; nor are they elegant, 
imitation Warmbloods, Shagyas 
must be seen to appreciate their 
elegant and free-flowing movement, 
coupled with their proud, yet down 
to oarth, workmanlike disposition. 

Left-Shagya mare Anka, by 
Shagya XXXIV, 36th stallion of the 
Shagya sire line to serve as chief 
stallion at Babolna. In Germany, 
Anka produced Duftgarde. States 
Premium mare by Duft II. 


